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A NEW FLEET OF AIRPORT RETAIL CONCEPTS BY
LOUIS VUITTON, AESOP AND MORE ARE GIVING
TRAVELLERS A REASON TO CHECK IN EARLY

BY KAPILA IRELAND
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HAMAD INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, QATAR

The lush indoor orchard brimming with
boutiques and dining spaces makes a layover
at Doha’s Hamad International Airport an
inconvenience to look forward to. Souq Al
Matar is a modern reimagining of Qatar’s
traditional markets. Designed by architect
Ibrahim M Jaidah, it channels the alleyways
of old Doha with shops selling abayas and
sweet confections. The Louis Vuitton Lounge
functions as much as a sanctuary as a show-
room, with a menu by multi-Michelin-starred
chef Yannick Alléno. For facials, massages and
a barbershop, there’s the cocooning Dior
Luxury Beauty Retreat. And Lancome’s Café
de la Rose is a hybrid of beauty counter and
Parisian patisserie. Inspired by the brand’s
iconic rose logo, the space blends pink-
washed interiors with rose-infused rituals.

KANSAI INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, JAPAN

Set on an artificial island in Osaka Bay,
Kansai International Airport is admired for
its sweeping architecture — and now it’s
turning heads with the refreshed Terminal 1.
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A new boutique from Aussie favourite Aesop,
inspired by paper walls and Isamu Noguchi’s
lamps, has its honeyed glow softened by
washi paper, the material used in centuries-
old lantern rituals. And it’s more than just
skincare, with curated books, a soothing
travel playlist and local tea. The Gacha
Matsuri shop tempts anime fans with rows of
gashapon capsule machines, and Kansai
Tabinikki brims with fantastical sweets and
regional snacks.

CHANGI AIRPORT,
SINGAPORE

Changi Airport has built its reputation not
only on its indoor gardens and koi ponds, but
also on a retail mix that evolves as quickly
as Singapore does. At its heart is Jewel, a vast
lifestyle hub connected to the terminals.
While Instagrammers flock to Rain Vortex,
the world’s tallest indoor waterfall, another
real draw is the shopping, with Bimba Y
Lola, homegrown favourite Charles & Keith
and sportswear labels Fila and New Era.
Global brands including Pokémon and
Uniglo stand alongside Singaporean names
such as Hooga and I Love SG. The most

spectacular branch of Bacha Coffee sits
beneath soaring glass arches, its interiors a
study in Moroccan-style maximalism. For
connoisseurs and collectors, the annual
World of Wines & Spirits event trans-
forms duty free, offering treasures such as
The Macallan 72 Years Old in a Lalique
decanter, limited edition Hennessy bottles
and rare Japanese whiskies.

SANGSTER INTERNATIONAL
AIRPORT, JAMAICA

Shopping at Sangster is all about local flavour.
The newly renovated Appleton Estate airport
boutique celebrates Jamaica’s most famous
rum just 50 miles from where it’s distilled.
Designed as an immersive space, the shop has
a central tasting bar with brand ambassador
hosts, interactive digital displays, and travel-
retail exclusives, all overseen by Dr Joy
Spence, the first woman in the world to hold
the title of master blender. Elsewhere there’s
a striking central Rum Vibes area that
spotlights the country’s finest spirits, and
Reggae Mart’s selection of Scotch Boyz hot
sauces offers the ideal souvenir of Jamaica’s
heat and vibrancy. >
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